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FEDERALLY LISTED THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 
INFORMATION FOR MASSAC COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
The endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) has been noted as occurring in several Illinois and 
Missouri counties.  Indiana bats are considered to potentially occur in any area with forested 
habitat.  Indiana bats migrate seasonally between winter hibernacula and summer roosting 
habitats.  Winter hibernacula include caves and abandoned mines.  Females emerge from 
hibernation in late March or early April to migrate to summer roosts.  Females form nursery 
colonies under the loose bark of trees (dead or alive) and/or in cavities, where each female gives 
birth to a single young in June or early July.  A maternity colony may include from one to 100 
individuals.  A single colony may utilize a number of roost trees during the summer, typically a 
primary roost tree and several alternates.  Some males remain in the area near the winter 
hibernacula during the summer months, but others disperse throughout the range of the species 
and roost individually or in small numbers in the same types of trees as females.  The species or 
size of tree does not appear to influence whether Indiana bats utilize a tree for roosting provided 
the appropriate bark structure is present.  However, the use of a particular tree does appear to be 
influenced by weather conditions, such as temperature and precipitation.   
 
During the summer, Indiana bats frequent the corridors of small streams with well-developed 
riparian woods, as well as mature bottomland and upland forests.  It forages for insects along 
stream corridors, within the canopy of floodplain and upland forests, over clearings with early 
successional vegetation (old fields), along the borders of crop lands, along wooded fence rows, 
and over farm ponds and in pastures.  It has been shown that the foraging range for the bats 
varies by season, age and sex and ranges up to 81 acres (33 ha).  To avoid impacting the species, 
tree clearing activities should not occur during the period of April 1 to September 30.  If a 
proposed action occurs within a 5-mile radius of a winter hibernacula, tree clearing should be 
prohibited from April 1 to November 15.  If it is necessary to clear trees during this time frame, 
mist net surveys may be necessary to determine if Indiana bats are present.  A search for this 
species should be made prior to cave impacting activities. 
 
The least tern (Sterna antillarum) is listed as endangered and occurs in several Illinois counties 
along the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers.  It nests on bare alluvial or dredge spoil islands and 
sand/gravel bars in or adjacent to rivers, lakes, gravel pits and powerplant cooling ponds.  It nests 
in colonies with other least terns and sometimes with the piping plover.  This species forages in 
shallow water areas along the river and in backwater areas, such as side channels and sloughs.  
Foraging habitat must be located in close proximity to nesting habitat. 
 
The fat pocketbook (Potamilus capax) is listed as endangered and occurs in the Ohio, Wabash 
and Little Wabash Rivers within several Illinois counties.  This species utilizes sand substrates 
and may be found individually or in beds with other species.  Instream activities in these rivers 
will typically require a mussel survey (including dive surveys) to determine if fat pocketbooks 
are present. 
 
The orange-footed pearlymussel (Plethobasus cooperianus) is listed as endangered and occurs 
in the Ohio River in Massac and Pulaski counties and may potentially occur in other Illinois 
counties bordering the Ohio River.  This species inhabits gravel or mixed sand and gravel 
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substrates.  Instream activities in the Ohio River will typically require a mussel survey to 
determine if orange-footed pearly mussels are present.   
 
The pink mucket (Lampsilis abrupta) is listed as endangered and occurs in the Ohio River in 
Massac County and may potentially occur in other Illinois counties bordering the Ohio River.  
This species inhabits gravel and sand substrates in moderate to fast-flowing water.  Instream 
activities in the Ohio River will typically require a mussel survey to determine if pink mucket 
pearly mussels are present.  
 
The sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus) is a federal candidate species that occurs in the Ohio 
River.  This species inhabits medium to large rivers and utilizes gravel and mixed sand and 
gravel substrates.   
 
The spectaclecase (Cumberlandia monodonta) is a federal candidate species that occurs in the 
Ohio River. 
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Robert Naumann

From: Robin Griffin
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2010 8:40 AM
To: Debra Walker; Robert Naumann; Rachel M. Spangenberg
Subject: FW: NHP map request e_mail 12_14_09.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Standard

From Robin's email being sent by Rachel 

From: Kieninger, Tara [Tara.Kieninger@Illinois.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2010 4:00 PM 

To: Robin Griffin 
Subject: RE: NHP map request e_mail 12_14_09.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Standard 

Dear Robin, 

  

I apologize for the delayed response.  We have been swamped with requests and other project deadlines.  I checked the 

location again and there are no sensitive resources within the vicinity of the project location.   

  

Please be aware that the Natural Heritage Database cannot provide a conclusive statement on the presence, absence, or 

condition of significant natural features in Illinois.  The Department of Natural Resources can only summarize the existing 

information known to us at the time of the request.  This report should not be regarded as a final statement on the area 
being considered, nor should it substitute for field surveys required for environmental assessments. 

  

This letter is separate from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources consultation requirement under the Illinois 
Endangered Species Act (530 ILCS 10/11) and the Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act (525 ILCS 30/17).  For more 

information on this process, please contact the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Division of Ecosystems and 
Environment, at One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, Illinois 62702-1271 or by telephone at (217)785-5500.  

  

  

Please Note: data from the Illinois Natural Heritage Database is updated with new information on a daily to quarterly 
basis depending on the dataset involved.  It is your responsibility to request data updates should your project’s timeline 

warrant it.  The majority of requests are answered within 2 weeks of their receipt.  Please plan ahead to allow ample time 

for receipt of the data.  

  

For Future Note: 

  

Information related to the vicinity of a project site can be elicited from the EcoCAT (Ecological Compliance 
Assessment Tool) public website by submitting an "Information Request' or by initiating the Endangered Species 

Consultation Process there.  Results are instantaneous.  EcoCAT can be used to discover if known records of 
endangered or threatened species, Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) Sites, dedicated Illinois Nature 

Preserves, or registered Land & Water Reserves exist "in the vicinity.”  A report will be generated that 
summarizes those sensitive resources.   

  

Go to the IDNR Agency web page: http://www.dnr.state.il.us.  Click the EcoCAT icon link on the lower left side of 

the website and follow the instructions.  EcoCAT will not provide exact locations for sensitive resources, but it will 
inform you if any of these resources are in the vicinity of your project site, either within or just outside the 

footprint of the project site that you draw.  

  

Lists of endangered or threatened species, Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) sites, and lands protected by the Illinois 

Nature Preserves Commission (INPC) for each county are provided on our webpage:  

http://dnr.state.il.us/conservation/naturalheritage/inhd.htm.  Be sure to check back quarterly for updates to this list. 
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Tara Kieninger 

Illinois Natural Heritage Database 

Illinois Dept of Natural Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL  62702 
(217)782-2685 
(217)785-2438 - fax 
tara.kieninger@illinois.gov 

  

From: Robin Griffin [mailto:robin.griffin@phe.com]  

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 2:08 PM 
To: Kieninger, Tara 

Subject: RE: NHP map request e_mail 12_14_09.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Standard 

  

Hi Tara, 

Thanks for responding so quickly.  Attached is the site location map. 

  

Thanks, 

Robin 

  

From: Kieninger, Tara [mailto:Tara.Kieninger@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 2:03 PM 
To: Robin Griffin 

Subject: RE: NHP map request e_mail 12_14_09.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Standard 

  

Here is the message I sent Pierina on 12/16/09….Note that our database is updated on a daily basis, so it would be best 

if you sent me the location for the project so that I can run it through our database again. 

  

Tara Kieninger 

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

Dear Peiri, 

  

According to the Natural Heritage Database, there are no endangered & threatened species, Illinois Natural Areas 

Inventory (INAI) sites, or Illinois Nature Preserves Commission (INPC) properties in the project area.  However, the 

following resources exist within 1 mile of the project boundaries: 

  

Elliptio crassidens – elephant-ear mussel 
Fusconaia ebena – ebonyshell mussel 
Halesia Carolina – Carolina silverbell 
Helianthus angustifolius – narrow-leaved sunflower 
Pandion haliaetus – osprey 
Potamilus capax – fat pocketbook mussel 

  

Please be aware that the Natural Heritage Database cannot provide a conclusive statement on the presence, absence, or 

condition of significant natural features in Illinois.  The Department of Natural Resources can only summarize the existing 

information known to us at the time of the request.  This report should not be regarded as a final statement on the area 
being considered, nor should it substitute for field surveys required for environmental assessments. 
This letter is separate from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources consultation requirement under the Illinois 
Endangered Species Act (530 ILCS 10/11) and the Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act (525 ILCS 30/17).  For more 

information on this process, please contact the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Division of Ecosystems and 

Environment, at One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, Illinois 62702-1271 or by telephone at (217)785-5500.  
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Please Note: data from the Illinois Natural Heritage Database is updated with new information on a daily to quarterly 

basis depending on the dataset involved.  It is your responsibility to request data updates should your project’s timeline 
warrant it.  The majority of requests are answered within 2 weeks of their receipt.  Please plan ahead to allow ample time 

for receipt of the data.  
For Future Note: 
Information related to the vicinity of a project site can be elicited from the EcoCAT (Ecological Compliance 

Assessment Tool) public website by submitting an "Information Request' or by initiating the Endangered Species 
Consultation Process there.  Results are instantaneous.  EcoCAT can be used to discover if known records of 

endangered or threatened species, Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) Sites, dedicated Illinois Nature 
Preserves, or registered Land & Water Reserves exist "in the vicinity.”  A report will be generated that 

summarizes those sensitive resources.   
Go to the IDNR Agency web page: http://www.dnr.state.il.us.  Click the EcoCAT icon link on the lower left side of 

the website and follow the instructions.  EcoCAT will not provide exact locations for sensitive resources, but it will 

inform you if any of these resources are in the vicinity of your project site, either within or just outside the 
footprint of the project site that you draw.  

  

Lists of endangered or threatened species, Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) sites, and lands protected by the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission (INPC) for each county are provided on our webpage:  

http://dnr.state.il.us/conservation/naturalheritage/inhd.htm.  Be sure to check back quarterly for updates to this list. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

  

Tara Kieninger 

Database Program Manager 

Illinois Natural Heritage Database 

Illinois Dept of Natural Resources - ORC 

One Natural Resources Way 

Springfield, IL  62711 

(217)782-2685 

(217)785-2438 (fax) 

tara.kieninger@illinois.gov 

  

  

From: Robin Griffin [mailto:robin.griffin@phe.com]  

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2010 12:00 PM 

To: Kieninger, Tara 
Subject: NHP map request e_mail 12_14_09.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Standard 

  

Hi Tara, I just left you a voicemail as well.  We have not received our response for the attached project in Metropolis, IL.  

Could you please send me a duplicate when you get a chance? 

  

Thanks, 

  

  
 

Robin W. Griffin | Project Manager 
Potomac-Hudson Engineering, Inc. 
7830 Old Georgetown Road, Suite 220 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
Main: 301-907-9078 ext. 3010 
robin.griffin@phe.com | www.phe.com ZweigWhite 
Hot Firm Award Winner | 2008 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  









 

 

Appendix B 

Public Comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment and Responses from the 

Department of Energy and Honeywell International Inc. 
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DOE and Honeywell Responses to Comments on Draft Environmental Assessment for Electric Drive Vehicle 
Battery Component Manufacturing Initiative Project for Honeywell International Inc. 

 

Comment 

Number 

 

 

Public Comments on Honeywell EA 

 

 

DOE Response 

 

 

Honeywell Response 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) 

1 

The Agency has no objections to the project; 
however, a permit may be required from the 
Division of Water Pollution Control for any 
sanitary sewers to serve this project. 

No new sanitary sewers would be required for 
the project; however, if it was determined that 
new sanitary sewers were needed, Honeywell 
would coordinate with IEPA regarding a 
permit. 

Agree with DOE Response. 

2 

A construction site activity stormwater NPDES 
permit will also be required from the Division 
of Water Pollution Control for more than one 
acre being disturbed during construction.  You 
may contact Al Keller with questions involving 
the DWPC permits 217-782-0610. 

As presented in Section 3.2.4.1.1. of the EA:  
The facility has a National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit granted by the Illinois EPA (Permit 
Number IL0004421). In Section 3.2.4.4.2., 
impacts would be minimized through 
adherence with the facility’s NPDES permit 
and associated SWPPP, which would be 
modified to accommodate the proposed plant. 

Agree with DOE Response. 
 

3 

A permit will be required from the Division of 
Public Water Supplies for any proposed water 
mains and/or elevated water storage tank to 
serve this plant.  Please contact Jerry Kuhn 
217-782-9470 with questions or concerns. 

No new water mains and/or elevated water 
storage tanks would be required for the 
project, however if it was determined that new 
sanitary sewers were needed, Honeywell 
would coordinate with IEPA regarding a 
permit.  

Agree with DOE Response. 
 
 

4 

A permit will most likely be required from the 
Bureau of Air.  Questions or comments may be 
directed to Ed Bakowski 217-782-2113. 

As presented in Section 3.2.1.2.2 of the EA:  
“The new manufacturing operations of the 
Proposed Project would require a 
modification of the facility’s Title V permit to 
include all new air pollution sources. The 
current Metropolis plant is a major source of 
HAPs and SO2 and has a Title V permit issued 
by the Illinois EPA. The Proposed Project 
would require a construction permit and a 
minor modification to add the new emissions 

Agree with DOE Response. 
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Comment 

Number 

 

 

Public Comments on Honeywell EA 

 

 

DOE Response 

 

 

Honeywell Response 

points.  No major New Source Review would 
be required.  The changes would be 
accomplished under the current minor New 
Source Review project with EPA.” 

5 

Solid and hazardous waste must be properly 
disposed of or recycled. 

All solid and hazardous wastes would be 
properly disposed of or recycled.  In-state or 
out-of-state landfills or recycling facilities 
would have the capability and capacity to 
accept these wastes.   

Agree with DOE Response. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 

6 

This EA acknowledges natural resource 
impacts have already occurred as the result of 
previous industrial activities at Metropolis's 
existing manufacturing facilities. We are 
aware of State of Illinois enforcement actions 
over the past several years including Clean 
Air Act (CAA), Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA) and Clean Water Act 
(CWA) violations.  Because of these state 
enforcement actions we made inquiry 
regarding their impact for this proposal. The 
proposed site for plant expansion has no 
history of industrial activity or 
contamination. The RCRA and CAA 
violations were within the existing plant site 
and did not involve this proposed adjacent 
site. It is our understanding that the State's 
enforcement action(s) for these violations 
have been or are being resolved and do not 
impose any restrictions for this proposed 
plant expansion. 

Comment noted. Agree with DOE Response. 
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Comment 

Number 

 

 

Public Comments on Honeywell EA 

 

 

DOE Response 

 

 

Honeywell Response 

7 

Toxic air releases as proposed in this EA 
would be in such small amounts per year, e.g. 
eight at less than 0.57 tons per year (tpy) and 
three less than 5 tpy, that their total sum does 
not reach a critical level. EPA and Illinois 
EPA have determined that this new facility 
will not exceed permissible emission 
standards and will not endanger the health 
and well being of the environment or people 
in the area of the facility. 

Comment noted. Agree with DOE Response. 

8 

There are three small wetland areas (0.10, 
0.11 and 0.37 acres) on the proposed 10 acre 
site of low functional and floristic quality. 
Mitigation consistent with U.S. Army Corps 
permitting requirements will be provided, but 
are not specified in the EA. We recommend 
wetland mitigation be discussed in the EA at 
least at a conceptual level.  

As stated on page 27, Section 3.2.6.2.2, of the 
Draft EA there is a potential for the 
unavoidable loss of isolated and jurisdictional 
wetlands; as wetlands have been identified 
within the study area site.   The construction 
engineering limits of disturbance, however, 
have not been determined; therefore the 
wetland impact (if any) cannot be quantified, 
nor specific mitigation requirements be 
anticipated within the EA document.   
 
The following text has been added to the 
FONSI to explain the likely sequence of 
mitigation based on the EPA’s and USACE’s 
2008 Wetlands Compensatory Mitigation 
Rule: “Although final engineering design 

within the 10-acre site has not been 

completed, and acreage of wetland 

disturbance (if any) cannot be determined, 

Honeywell would comply with any mitigation 

stipulations required as part of the Section 

404 permitting process by the USACE and the 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  

Agree with DOE Response. 
 
The wetlands survey actually 
covered 20-30 acres to ensure 
Honeywell could find 10 clear acres 
for construction. 
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Comment 

Number 

 

 

Public Comments on Honeywell EA 

 

 

DOE Response 

 

 

Honeywell Response 

This mitigation would likely follow the EPA 

and USACE Wetlands Compensatory 

Mitigation Rule which outlines standards 

clearly affirming the requirement for permit 

applicants to adhere to the “mitigation 

sequence” of “avoid, minimize and 

compensate” wetland impacts.  Honeywell 

would demonstrate through the permitting 

process how wetland impacts were avoided 

and minimized; compensation for unavoidable 

impacts (in the form of restoration, 

enhancement, establishment, or preservation) 

would then be considered using a watershed 

approach.  The USACE District engineer 

would specify the appropriate ratio of 

compensatory mitigation (typically 1:1 or 

greater) and form of compensation for any 

unavoidable losses to wetlands during the 

permitting process.”  

9 

We further recommend that Honeywell use 
sustainable and green design to reduce 
environmental impacts in the planning and 
design of this site, such as stormwater 
management. We also recommend such 
green infrastructure principles to enhance 
conservation of energy and other water usage 
impacts. 

Honeywell would make all efforts to use 
sustainable and green design and green 
infrastructure principles. 

Honeywell would evaluate 
sustainable and green alternatives 
during the design and infrastructure 
planning for the facility. 

 




